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Research on Underachievement of Children
in a Home of neglected and abused children (2)

—A case study of children in a home of neglected and abused children—
Toshiko GONDAIRA

In the previous report, [ conducted the mathematics ability test in a home of neglected and abused
children at Tokushima Prefecture at 1986, then classified children into 4 categories by the age of
admission to “home”: (A) transferred from and infant home, (B) under 3 years old, {C) from 2 years
old to6 years old, and () over 6 years old. I carried out a research of their underachievement
specially emphasizing on mathematics. In 1987, I had conducted mathematics ability test based
on the same criteria on the same children: 6 of elementary school, 9 of middle high school.
(male:17, female:8)

1) We had the I1Q score of 24 children. The average is 98. 92, S.D.is 12.99. They are assumed
to be normal 1.Q. group.

2) We compared the result of 1987 testing with the 1986 result: to facilitate the comparison, we
divided children into three groups based on the 1987 score; group that shows over 10% of
improvement from 1986 score, group within+-10% of 1986 score, and group that shows over
10% of deterioration.

In group A, there are 0 of score improvement, 2 of no significant score change, and 2 of score
deterioration. In group B, there are 2 of improvement, 4 of so Signifiéant change, and 0 of dete-
rioration. In group C, there are 0 of improvement, 5 of no significant change, and 0 of deteriora-
tion. In group D, 2 of improvement, 4 of no significant change, 1 of deterioration.

3) When | compared the grade of mathematics given from school, group A shows improve-
ment, group D shows no significant change, group B & C shows deterioration.

4} I asked the “home” staff to evaluate the characteristics of each subject. The evaluation of group
A, B, & C is almost same. However there are slightly undesirable trait on group C. Alsc there
are undesirable trait on goup with score deterioration. However, 1 cannot find any significant
difference between 3 groups: i.e. group with score improvement, group with no significant score
change, and group with score deterioration.

5) There are not 5o much difference of attitude among staifs in treating children: hearing, advise-
ment, and praising are the main methods,

6) There are no childnow causing the problem of misdeed or antisocial actions. The number of
children with the history of misdeed or antisocial actions are: 0 from D group, 1 from A
group, 1 from B group, 2 from C group. 3 of them are of the group with no significant
score change. I is of the group with score deterioration,

7) The number of children with behavior that would not conform with social norm are: 1 from
group B and 1 from group D; I from the group with score improvement and one from the group
with no significant score change. The number of children with the history of behaviors that
would not conform with social norms are: 3 from group A, 2 from group C, ! from group B
and 1 from group D; 2 from the group with score improvement, 2 from the group with no
significant score change, and 2 from the group of score deterioration.
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