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Research on the diversity and the quality of childcare types
Tsutomu IWATA, Osamu OYAMA, Takehiro AMINO, Mari OGI, Taecko SAITO,
Miki SUNAGA, Mayumi MASUDA, Chie TAKATSUIJI, Asami IMAI, Sachiko UCHIDA,

Abstract: Although the ratio of childcare workers and children in a nursery school is defined in Japan, there is no regulation
about group size. However, it is verified by many evidences that there are secure relations between the quality of childcare
and group size. The aim of this research is to obtain the underlying basic data, for example, conditions and the trend of
childcare in foreign countries, for proposing the appropriate quality of childcare in future. The relations of group size,
child-care worker’s arrangement ratio and their qualification requirement were also surveyed.

Results: It was important to consider generally the multiple factors in childcare. The group size or the ratio of children and
care-workers as well as their qualification should be synthetically concerned to clarify what factors are most important.
Even if the class is a large size, better childcare could be organized when care-worker respect the child’s individuality and

build the responsible relation to children.

<Key Word> The quality of childcare, Group size, The ratio of childcare workers and children, A childcare worker's

qualification
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