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Vaccination during Pregnancy (Review of the Literature) -

Dept. 1~ Takashi Wagatsumé. Minoru Takagi'
Etsako Nozue, Katsuyuki Kiroshita,

There has been a growing‘ concern ﬁbOut various untoward side effect of vaccination, especiallls’r
those that are being administered during pregnancy. In Japan, vaccination is controlled by the by-
law which was established when the increased susceptability of the pregnant women towards viral
infection or teratogenic effect of drugs was not well recogmzed

To modify this rather out-dated by-law, the authors were asked to review the literatures con—
cerning the side effect of vaccmatlons during .pregnancy - Vaccins against small pox, measles, rubella,
or poliomyelitis contain live virus, which can easily cross the placental barrier and grow msnde of
'the fetal tissue. Viral mfectlon such as rubella, cytomegalov:rus, herpes, 1nﬂuenza durmg pregnancy
sometimes exerts teratogenic effects upon the fetus. Many cases of fetal microcephalus, cardiac
malformation, or congenital cataract due to prenatal rubella infection were reported. These fa_cts
strongly suggest that administration of the vaccins containing life virus during pregnancy should be
restricted to the cases with a pbssibility of potential exposure in the endemic area. .




