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Research on the Very Low Birth Weight (VLBW) Children’s Development (4)
- The development at 6 years of age (preschool age) -

Akiko ANDO, Akira TAKANO, Hisashi KAWAI, Kayoko KURIHARA,
Noriko SATO, Nozomi ISHII, Kiyoko YAMAGUCHI

Abstract : This study is aimed to support the development of children through examining developmental features of
preschool children at 6 who had very low birth weight and left Aiiku Hospital, not having obvious mental retardation by
then. It was analyzed by WISC-IIl against 125 children; 56 boy, 69 girl- average of birth weight was 1,111g and the
average of gestational age was 29 w. 3 d. Verbal IQ(VIQ), Performance IQ(PIQ), Full Scale IQ(FIQ), Index Scores, and
Subordinate Items were used to compare both normal range/ border range groups. The results indicated that 85% of
children did develop within normal range, and the main features were 1) VIQ was higher than PIQ, and 30-40%
children were VIQ superior over all. 2) Every child showed the weakness in the area of ‘Processing Speed’ and in
subordinate items of ‘Fugo’ and ‘Kigosagashi’, especially in case of boys. As for 2), such feature has been observed
since their early childhood, earlier support should be considered. Whereas the discrepancy between VIQ and PIQ is big,
it is likely to have any learning difficulties that it is needed to observe the process carefully through the school year.

Keywords : children with very low birth weight, 6- years- old children, development, IQ, preschool age
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