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"Chapter V. Breech Presentation and its Influence on Fate of the Child

Dept. 1 Takéishi Wagatsuma, Minoru Takagi
.Etsuko Nozue, Masako Horiguchi,
Masahiko Shibata

During five years from. Jan. lst,1963,to Dec. 3lst, 1967, 3,929 cases of pregnant wornen were
delivered at the Dept. Obstet.. & Gynec,, AIIKU Hospital, Of these cases 3,744 were in vertex presen-
tation and 107 were in breech presentation. There were 34 sets of twins and 44 cases of premature
delivery before 33 weeks of: preg.. - R

Follow up study of these babies has been carried out at the Well-Baby Clinic of the ATIKU In-
stitute.

Result

1} Ezxcept the cases of twins, 2.7% of all deliveries was in breech presentation and 95.4% was
in vertex presentation.

2) The frequency of breech presentation was high among the newborn babies of low-birth
weight. Ainong 107 babies born in breech presentation, 76.5% weighed more than 2500 g, 126%
weighed between 1001 g. and 2500 g., 10.9% between 500 g. and 1000 g..

Meanwhile 94.4% of babies in vertex presentation weighed more than 2500 2.

3) There was no significant difference in perinatal mortality of the premature infant (100lg, to
2500g.) born in vertex and in breech. Perinatal mortality of the mature infant in breech was 5.5%
while that of vertex was 0.7%.

4) Incidence of neonatal asphyxia was high among the breech cases, that is, 52.7% of breech
deliveries had Apgar Score of eight or more, while 41.8% showed Apgar Score of seven or less.

5). There was no significant difference between Apgar Scores of babies in breech of primiparous
women and that of multiparous women. Therefore, parity did not make any significant difference
in the incidence of neonatal asphyxia among studied cases. )

6) Twenty-six point seven per cent of babies delivered in breech later developed torticollis, while
only .1.99 of babies of vertex developed the same condition. The incidence of the congenital dislo-
cation of hip joint was 4.7% among breech cases, which is significantly higher than that of vertex
which is 0.3%.

7) Apgar Score of the babies which later developed torticollis, did not show any significant
difference from that of the control babies, therefore,a technique of breech extraction, which can be
strongly related with Apger Score, seems to have no relation with a causative factor of torticollis.
Torticollis was found even among the babies in breech delivered by cesarean section.

8) No significant difference of the incidence of mental retardation or abnormal neurological de-
velopment was found between the babies with hypoxia in breech delivery and that of the control
group.




