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A Study of the Current Issues and Situations on Professional Foster Care and Kinship Care
Masashi SHIBUYA et al.

Abstract :

This study shows that recent service reform on foster care* is not satisfactory. The reason 1s described based
on the research results, which is obtained through the questionnaire about attributes of the registered
professional foster parent(PFP)s, conditions of children placed to them, placement procedure, support
programs for foster parent(FP)s, and attitudes toward foster care system, professional foster care system,
and social welfare system for children in care, which 1s answered by PFPs who have completed the training
course for qualifying PFP sponsored by JCFRI, and staff who are charged of supporting FPs employed by
child guidance centers. Finally, the authors propose to develop the policy on the guarantee of status of FPs
and strengthening the support programs for FPs.

*There are four types of foster care in Japan: foster care, temporary foster care, professional foster care, and
kinship care. This study mainly focuses on the current issue and situations on professional foster care.

key word : Professional Foster Care, Kinship Care, Child Guidance Center, Support Programs for Foster
Parents
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