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[Abstract] Three studies were made in order to know how the community organizations function

in the community and to know specifically how they liaise with and give support to other organizations:

1. What is the status quo of Maternal-Child Health Volunteers?

2. How do the community organizations liaise with other organizations?

3. How do the community organizations liaise with public health nurses who are working for cities,
towns, villages and health centers other organizations?

As for the answer to Q1, it was found that Maternal-Child Health Volunteers are put in 43% of
cities, towns and villages in Japan. Almost all of them have been entrusted by the public bodies. It was
considered that, in order for them to function independently, the support from the public bodies, namely
support from the public health nurses, are important. The form of the support can be financial aide,
training opportunities and assistance of choosing volunteers. As for the answer to Q2, many cases of the
liaison between Health-mates and the child-rearing groups are seen. It is considered that more variety of
liaison cases should be organized.

As for the answer to Q3, it was found that very few school organizations, citizen organizations
and volunteer organizations liaise with public health nurses. Those liaisons should be more actively
developed. It is also felt that the liaison between public health nurses and educational bodies such as
school boards are not active at this point and this situation should be greatly improved.

[Key Word] Community organization Maternal-Child Health volunteer Child-rearing network
‘ Relationship Educational body
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