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Study on Oﬁjectivé Evaluation -of A-utisticl Childfen ‘

Dept. 7 Nobuyoshi Hirai
Yukie Noda -

This study introduces two ‘theses: “An Instrument for evaluating Autistic Children” by Rutten-

berg, B. A. et al. J. Amer. Acad. Child Psychiat,, 5, 1966 and “Bvaluating the Communication of -

" the ‘Autisfic Child” also by Ruttenberg -B. A. et al. J. Speech and Hear'ing- Disorders, -vol ‘32, 1967.
These theses present the results of the detailed observation and study of the autistic childréri'niac‘le
'» in‘the Dept. of Psychiatry in the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, and descrlbe the
- scales and inventories to objectively -assess levels of functioning of autistic children. kt
“The-'scales consist of the main scale composed of the scales of “human’ relatlonship". “commu-

L I

nication”, “mastery and learning”, “psychosexual development”, and of sub-scale designed to measure -
- wyocalization; ‘speech and language development™, “social skills”, and *“mental development”. ‘The -
authors find that these scales are useful for the objective evaluation of. the conditions of autxst:c'
children as well as for measuring the change in their functxomng
Each scale is divided into 10 levels ranging from serious autistic behaviors to relatively normal
behaviors of the child of 6 years old. Though there are some questions as to whether these 10-
points are proportionately divided among the levels of behavior in each area, whether there are
lateral -corresponding relations. in-each 'scale and each level, these theses are quite- noteworthy  in
these points : 1) they attempt-to :evaluate objectively the mulfunction of the autistic. children, 2y -
. pay attention to the change-and development of these children, 3)' link. diagnoses and - treatment"
close together by measuring-the change and conditions of these children.
We are also trying to use such type of scales and inventories to study the relations® between to
‘what kind of stimulation and-treatment the children show change and how théy'changé. .
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