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Team Research 1:

A Study of the Knowledge and Attitudes of Child Protection
Workers Who are Dealing with Child Abuse

Shigehiro Takahashi, Jun Saimura, Wakako Taniguchi, Shigekazu Nakatani, Mami
Yamamoto, Yuko Arakawa, Yumiko Abe, Junichi Shoji, Nobukazu Maehashi, Nozomu Mori

Abstract:

This study is based on the survey of 1,312 child protection workers working in 174 Child
Guidance Centers across the country and is the first national survey to look at the
attitudes of child protection workers working with children who are being abused. From
this survey a number of issues faced by child protection workers have become clear.
Especially evident are the fact that the incidence of child abuse has greatly increased and
that difficult cases have also risen significantly. However, on the other hand, there is also a
critical lack of child protection workers with appropriate professional social work training
to meet the increased demand. The study points to an urgent need to recruit and train child
protection workers with social work skills.
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