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A Longitudinal Study of Healthy Children
from Birth to Age Nine
Prediction of WISC-R Scores at Age Nine

Tadaaki KATO, Tomoko HASEGAWA, and Akiko HARUOC

Summary : Twenty-six healthy children were assessed longitudinally from 3 days of age to 9 years,
concerning their mental, motor and behavioral development, and their home environment. The Wechsler
intelligence Scale for Children-Revised, administered at age 9, had a close relationship with scores
on the McCarthy Scales of Children’s Abilities at age 5, but a weak relationship with the MSCA at 3
years. There was also a weak correlation with Infant Behavior Records at 1 and 2 years of age. But
there was no significant relationship with Mental and Psychomotor Development Indexes at the same ages,
and with the Neonatal Behavioral Assessment Scale. It was concluded that later child development was
to some extent malleable, excepting some clearly diagnosed cases if children were brought up in a
suitable environment.

Key Words : Child development, Infant development, Longitudinal study, Home environment, and
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-Revised
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