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— Effects of Separation and Day Care in Early Infancy

Takehiro AMINO

This is the 6th rebort of the study which includes the biblicgraphic and corroborating research con-
cerning the effects of separation and/or d‘eprivaﬁon experience in early infancy exerted on the later de-
velopment of infants. ' -

Since the 5th report, the study has been focused on the day care experience of infants, as one of the
daily Separatmn expemences from their mothers. In this report, various trends of day care irn develop-
ed European ‘and American countries were analysed and some effects of working mothers, early in-
fant day care and the modes of day care—family day care, group day care—exerted on child develop-
ment were considered. Those ware as follows: )

1. A controversy has been continued for such a long time whether mothers should care their children
for themselves in their own homes or women shold work out of their homes and children should be
encouraged to be cared at day nurseries.

Until now, however, no decisive argument has been found. We should rather consider that the im-
portance of maternal or parental care environment as well as day care environment must be empha-
sized regardless of mothers working or not.

2. We can not argue within only a simple factor about the effects of separation experiences and day
care experiences. In either case, it is necessary to think about such kinds of factors méntiongd below:
(1) the age of the first day care e};:perience

(2) the duration of day care
(3) the day care environment, above all, its stability
(4) the responsibility and attitude of parents
3. The validity of day care in early infancy is the most confronted argument. With respect to this
problem, we require further invesfigatibn as pointed below: '
(1) Whether day care lames the establishment of attachment between mother and her infant.
(2) What plus and/or minus effect of day care in early infancy exerts on later development,
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