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AFBASHHETRE - Hodk

, 'Sf‘:.udy on the Effect of Nurséry Care
- —Comparison between -the Children who have experienced Nursery Care
and those who have not at the period of attending Primary School—

. " Yoshitomo Ushijima
T . . - Michiko . Hoshi
R Reiko, . Sumiyoshi-

In order to see the effect of nursery care of the day nursery, we chose the area where only
a day nursery was established but no kindergarten, with neither a kindergarten nor a day nurs-
ery instituted in its neighborhood. In this same cultural environment, we sought both the
children who had experienced day nursery care and those who had not, administered to them
individual tests and studied the difference. The subjects are 104 children having nursery care
experience, 99 controlled children totalling 203 in the mountain villages in Iwate, Ibaragi and
Chiba Prefectures. '

Studying the results, it was found out: 1) the nursery care experienced group excelled in
each test itemi of intellectual problems, especially was remarkable in such items as “number,”
“the name of color,” “time,” “construction,” and “finger manipulation.” 2} To the characteristic
tests, we may say the experienced group responded much more and excelled in verbal expres-
sions. Examining the response details, it is found the experienced group expresses more frustra-
tion and anxiety, and adjustment point of human relations is also low. Yet, all these responses
are considered to be within the normal stage and no abnormal reactions are found. 3) As to
the children’s attitudes in the test situation, those in the experienced group were composed and
gave their answers after thinking over, but many children spoke in a low voice because of
becoming tense. On the contrary, the controlled group was less strained, unconscious of dialect
and infantile speech and responded with relieved feelings. But a lot of children responded
without thinking hard, their attentions were easily distracted, and they were not aware of being
given a task. ‘

Thus, we studied the nursery care effect in the areas of mountain villages. In the intel-
lectual aspect, remarkable effect is observed, and we may say that the children are receiving
intellectual education which they cannot get at home. However, the levels of the knowldge and
skill which the children with nursery care experience acquired are below the national standard,
which fact shows how children are left alone in their own families. No nursery care effect is
seen in the aspects of social development and adjustment compared with that on the intellectual
aspect. It is presumed this is the manifestation of the fact that day nurseries in the areas of

" mountain villages place more importance on educational function rather than on fostering and
protecting functions.
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