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-Study on the Development of Speech and Language of Children
—Investigation into Prognosis of Speech Delayed Children—

Dept. 5 Takeko Mochizuki
Akiko Maruo

We examined the prognaesis of the speech development of children aged 2 fo 3 years old, who -

had}been brought to the Institute for the problem of delayed speech,.and investigated the later status.
. offithe speech development of 142 children whose mothers sent us their answers.

The findings are:

1. Most of the children still show delay in their speech developroent. - The mothers- of 126
children (80%) report themselves that the speeches of their children are slow in progress.

2. A considerable relation is seen. between speech developmental status and D. Q., Though the
prognosis of speech de{felopment of children with obvious mental retardation is generallﬁf bad, there
‘are’ some exceptions, and .DA,:".Q;:'—is.not' always considered the clue fo the prognosis of speech de-
velopment, .- TN o o ‘ :

"3, Speech development is-remarkably disordered in many of the chlldren who suffer hearing:
impairment, brain injury and who are autistic. '

4. Proper guidance is lacking for the speech delayed ch:ldren Cnly 20 children (14/) are re-
: éewmg-follow-up guidance.”. The ‘rest are mostly left under the guidance of their families thhou.t
-any counter-plan, . B T : :

5. ‘Comparing the children whose speeches have improved above the. normal level with the
‘children whose -speeches are mjuch delayed at present; ’

1)  In the former group, many children have reached the age of 4 years, and more than one
vear has elapsed since they were brought to the Institute. We find it qu‘lte necessary to make a .
long follow-up guidance for the speech delayed children. '

2> Studying the relation bstween speech development: and developmental proﬁle by Infants’
Mental Development Test, many children in the improved speech group are showing better social
development.

3) It was found that many children in the improved speech group were the second or the third
child in the family. '
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