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Body Measurements and Some Indices
(1. Newborn Infant at Birth)

Dept. 2 Akira Takano
Institute of Public Health
Kyaoocko Fujimura

It is very important to understand the physical constitution of new-born infants at birth, bzcause

the physical constitution of infants is said to show this maturity at birth. From this point, we planned

to find some indices which are useful to understand the maturity of infants.
860 males and 780 females (who had been born in Aliku Hospital from 1967 to 1968) were chosen

for this study.

Their weight, height, circumference of head and breast were measured at birth by nurses. Some

indices were calculated by these measurements. Indices and measurements were investigated regarding
gestational period, age of mothers, body constitution of mothers and birth oxder.
Birth weight, head circumference and two indices such as head/weight and breast/weight are

useful for judging maturity or immaturity at birth.
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